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tion and abstraction of an idea or of a group of ideas can
take place.
The more rapid recovery of the primary function
produces a higher ' reagibilitdl not of course in the
intensive, but in the extensive, sense; hence it provides
a prompt grasp of the immediate present, though only of
its surface, not of its deeper meaning. From this circum-
stance we may easily gain the impression of an uncritical
or open-minded disposition, as the case may be; we are
struck by a certain compliancy and understanding, or we
may find an unintelligible inconsiderateness, a crude
tactlessness, or even brutality. That too facile gliding
over the deeper meanings gives the impression of a certain
blindness for everything not immediately transparent or
superficial. The quick ' re'agibilite' also has the appearance
of so-called presence of mind, of audacity even to the
point of foolhardiness; thus, besides a lack of criticism,
it also suggests an inability to realize danger. His
rapidity of action looks like decisiveness; it is more often
blind impulse. His encroachment upon another's province
is almost a matter of course; this is facilitated by his
ignorance of the emotional value of an idea or action, and
its effect upon his fellow-men. As a result of the rapid
restoration of the state of readiness, the elaboration of
perceptions and experiences is disturbed; accordingly
memory is seriously handicapped, since, as a, ruJgA only
those associations are accessible to immediate llpoduc-
tion, with which • abundant connections are engaged.
Relatively isolated contents are quickly submerged; for
which reason it is infinitely more difficult to retain a
series of meaningless (incoherent) words than a poem.
Quick inflammability, rapidly fading enthusiasms, are
further characteristics of this type. There is also a certain
want of taste, which arises from the too rapid succession
of heterogeneous contents with *a non-realization of their

